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glottidis) remaining a triangular opening, but, as already
shown, efficiently closed by the meeting of the anterior
margins of the two arytenoid cartilages (tliyro-arytenoid
m., anterior crico-arytenoid m.); and both forms of the
glottis can be accompanied by its elevation (anterior
crieo-arytenoid) or by its depression (thyro-arytenoid,
transverse arytenoid).

Naturally those movements only are of importance
in the production of tone which are connected with the
closure of the pars vocalis glottidis. Here, however, it is
of importance to mark the results of the depression or
elevation of the glottis. From the manner in which the
glottis is formed by the free periphery of a sac, it is
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Diagrammatic cross-section of the space between the vocal chords (^.)'wben the glottis
is depressed, JS when raised, a, Section of the cricoid cartilage; i>, vocal chord;
c, glottis.

evident that the entrance to it from below is formed by
the converging lateral portions of the membrane, which
pass inwards as broad plates (vocal chords) from the
upper margin of the cricoid cartilage, to be more or less
closely approximated by their edges forming the glottis.
Thus the vocal chords together form a kind of roof; and
since the base of these plates remains unaltered upon the
cricoid cartilage, it follows that they will make a more
acute angle with each other when the glottis is raised
than when it is depressed. The result must, moreover,
be that when the glottis is depressed the vocal chords
will be more fully affected by the current of air, and